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me on this Occalion, 


0 1 5 together with the Miſ- 
fortune of a Mind wea- 


kened and impaired by a long 1n- 


firmiry of Body, might in reaſon 


have excuſed me from the Task [ 
am now undertaking : But when I 


5 
conſider the Oath ye have taken, to 


preſent all ſuch Matters as hall be 


given ye in Charge; it ſeems to me 


4 imply an Obligation on the 
Court to give ye Matters in charge: 
and therefore I ſhall 5 to 


A 3 . acquit 


— My - 

acquit my ſelf of that Duty in the 

| beſt manner that, under ſuch diſad- 
vantages, I am able: And that ye 
may the better retain what I deliver, 
will (by way of Method) reduce 


the Matters which I ſhall recommend 


to your Enquiry, to three heads. 


I. Such Offences as concern GOD, 
and his holy Religion eſtabliſhed... a- 
mongſt uus. 5 2 
II. The KING. And, laſtly, 
III. Our Neighbour, or Fellow- 


I. For the Firſt, The time would 
fail me to enumerate particularly) 
the various Methods, by which God, 
and his holy Religion, are diſho- 

noured in theſe our days. The 
Proclamation juſt now read, has. in 
a pious and lively manner, laid the 
principal Grievances of this fort be- 
tore ye, and thereby rendred unne- 
ceſſary any Obſervations of mine. 


Let 


” 
1 * 
-» 


| ws ©: cs 
Let it ſuffice at preſent, that I men- 
tion ſuch Offences, as abounding in 
this Liberty, and tending in their 
natures, univerſally to corrupt the 
Manners of the Inhabitants, are the 
great Cauſes of the Decay of Piety 
amongſt us, and require our united 
and moſt ſerious Endeavours to ſup- 
| Preſs. Theſe are . of Ga- 
ming-Houſes, Bawdy-Houſes, (ſuch 
as experience teaches us differ from 
them in Name only) Retailing 
Strong-Water Shops, and the print- 
ing and publiſhing of Books and | 
| . Pamphlets of an obſcene and im- 
moral rendency. 3 


When we conſider how many 
unfortunate Perſons, who might 


| otherwiſe have lived comfortably in 
their Families, are driven by haunt- 
l ing Gaming-Houſes to Neceſſity, and 
> put thereby on repairing their broken 
- Fortunes, by the moſt capital vio. 
- lations of their Neighbour's Proper- 


1 | ty, 


ty, and how they arc concealed | 
there from the publick Juſtice, while 
thoſe Spoils enable them to ruin 
others as unwary as themſelves, and 
thus live on in a perpetual Round 
of Rapine and Fraud. How many 
on the other hand, of mean Origi- 
nals, have, in a few Tears raiſed un- 
common Fortunes upon the Ruin of 
their Betters. How they are form'd 
into regular Societies, and are ſo 
hardy as to preſume to defend their 
Settlements even with force. 


How many Men taken out of 
Bawdy-Houſes appear here at every 
Seſſion upon Recognizances taken 
for their good Behaviour; and how 
many deteſtable Proſtitutes, found 
with them, appear by the Calendar 
of the Houſe of Correction, to have 
received there the Reward of their 
Miſdoings. When ve reflect, 


How 


4} 


{ How that Degree of People eſpe. | 
| cially on whoſe Labour and Induſtry {| 
the Support of the Community 
principally depends, are diſabled by 
the immoderate uſe of ſtrong Liquors 
to ſerve either themſelyes or their 
Country; and render themſelves an 
inſupportable Burden to the Pariſhes 
to which they belong: together with 
the execrable Curſing and Swearing, 
and odious Drunkenneſs that eue 
in all thoſe Places reſpectively. 


When we find in Shops, A De- 
fence of publick Stews, The publick 
Benefits of private Vices, with a 
multitude ot others too groſs in 
their Titles for modeſt Ears to hear 
mentioned, expoſed to view in the 
moſt publick manner, it muſt needs 
ſhock every good Chriſtian to conſi- 
der what muſt be the unavoidable 
Conſequence of ſuch glaring Im- 
piety. I exhort and charge ye, 
| B there- 


People, Prov. xiv. 34. 


— ann — 
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(1) 


therefore, as Chriſtians, for God's 
ſake, diligently to enquire, and true 
Preſentment make ot all ſuch Offen- 
ders; and as Enghſh Men for your 


Country's ſake; tor it is undoubtedly 
true, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation, but $in is a reproach to any 


Gentlemen, 


Ihe eſtabliſned Religion of our 
Country, in particular, is fenced 
againſt its implacable Enemies the 


Papiſts, by the following among 


other wholeſome Laws: All ſuch as 
extol the Pope's Power a ſecond 
time. {5 Elis. I.) Put in ure Popiſh 

Bulls, (13 Elis. 2. Sect. 2,3.) Refuſe 


a ſecond Tender of the Oaths, (5 
Eliz. I. Sect. 11.) Pervert, or are 
perverted to Popery, (23 Eliz. I.) 
Receive Popiſh Orders or Education, 


(27 Flix. 2. Sect. 3.) Are guilty of 
High Treafoh-- All ſuch as make 
uſe of Papal Bulls to diſturb ſuch 


Pre- 


(17) 
Preſentations as others ought to 
make, (25 E. 3. Stat. 6. Set. 4.) 
Purſue, or cauſe to be purſued, in 
the Court of Rome, any Proceſſes, 
or Inſtruments, or bring, receiye, 
notify or execute them, (Statutes of 
Prowiſors, and 16 R. 2. 5.) Appeal 
to Rome from any of the King's 
Courts, (24 H. 8. 12. and 25 H. 8. 
19.) Exerciſe the Juriſdiction of a 
Suffragan without the Appointment 
of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, (26 
H. 8. 14.) Refuſe to elect or con- 
ſecrate the Perſon nominated by the 
King to a Biſhoprick, (25 H. 8. 28.) 
Maintain the Pope's Power the firſt 
time, (5 Eliz. 1.) Bring in Agnus 
Deis, or ſuch like ſuperſtitious 
things, (13 Elig. 2.) Contribute to 
che Maintainance of a Popiſh Semi- 
nary, (217 iEle- 2.) : Refuſe . the 
Oaths, (13 & 14 WW. 3. 6. and I C. 
13,) are guilty of a Pramunre: 
And are all preſentable by ye as 
are thoſe who relieye a Yopiſh 
B 2 Trieit 


5 
Prieſt knowingly, being Felons b 


Law, (27 Elig. 2.) The unparalleld 
Cruelty of theſe Bigots towards our 
innocent Brethren in the North, and 
the wicked Obſtinacy moſt of them | 
perſiſt in to hazard their Lives, and 
all that chro' a miſguided Zeal they 


account dear to them, rather than 


give Satisfaction to the Injured, (cho 
urvardly they profes Chriſtianity 


ſhews how little they are endued 


with that Wiſdom from above, which 
2s firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 


eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and 

ood Fruits, Jam. ili. 17. And muſt 
Findle in the Breaſt of every true 
Briton a Zeal for the Security of his 


Faith, by enforcing as much as in 


him lies, the Execution of Laws 
made againſt thoſe who eſteem it 
damnable, and watch all Opportu- 


nities to root it out of the World. 


But above all, under God our Reli- 
gion is ſecured by the Settlement of 
the Crown upon his preſent Majeſty 

| — and 


7 

and his Royal Family: A King in 

? - reality as well as title, the Defender 
of our Faith; ſtrengthened with a nu- 


| merous Iſſue, (and may they till 


| increaſe! ) the ſolid Foundation of 
| our preſent and future Happineſs. 

Bleſſed be the glorious and immortal 
Memory of the Prince who left us 
1 this inyaluable Legacy! And be it 
1 our care to ſecure the Benefits of it 
to our lateſt Poſterity. Which, (at- 
ter preſſing ye particularly to preſent 
all ſuch as maliciouſly, adviſedly, 
and directly, by writing or print- 
ing, maintain and affirm, That the 
Pretender hath any Right or Title 
to the Crown, or any other Perſon, 
otherwiſe than according to the 
Proteſtant Settlement; or that the 
Kings and Queens of this Realm 
are not able, by and with the Au- 
thority of Parliament, to make Laws 
of ſufficient Force to bind the De- 
{cent of the Crown ; who are, by 
Law, Traitors : And alſo all ſuch 


as 


*% 


0) 


as are guilty of a Pramunire by ma- 
liciouſſy and directly affirming the * 
fame by preaching, teaching, or 
_ adviſed ſpeaking, (6 Ann. cap. 7.) 


naturally leads me to conſider ſuch 


Offences as concern, 


II. The KING. And under this 
head ye are to enquire of Treaſons 

againſt him, by compaſſing, or ima- 
gining his Death, the Death of his 

eldeſt Son and Heir; levying War 

againſt him; adhering to his Ene- 
mies, giving them Aid or Comiort 
in the Realm, or elſewhere; coun- 
terfeiting his Great or Privy Seal; 
e e his Money, or bring- 
ing falſe into the Realm; ſlaying his 
Chancellor, Treaſurer, Juſtices of 
the one Bench or the other, Juſtices 


in Eyre or of Aſſixe, and all Juſtices 


aſſigned to hear and determine, be- 
ing in their Places, doing their 


Offices, (25 E. 3. Stat. 5. cap. 2.) 


All 


J - 8 
All Felonies againſt him by de. 
| baſing his Coin, 8 & 9 V. 3. 25.) 
| VUnlawtfully diminiſhing it, (n ͤ 7 
W. 3. 17.) Attempting to kill, aſ- 
ſault, ſtrike, or wound any Privy- 
Counſellor in the execution of his 
| Office, (9 Ann. 16.) Paſſing be 
yond Sea to ſerve a foreign Prince, 
63 Fac. 4) Embezelling his Ar- 
moür, (31 Elis. 4) Stealing his 
! Nayal Stores, (22 Car. 2. 5.) Coun- 
terfeiting his Stamps, or uttering, 
vending, or felling any Vellum, 
7 Parchment, or Paper with counterteit 
! Marks, knowing them to be ſo, (9 
1 &@ 10 , 3. 25.) or privately and 
fraudulently uſing any Stamps to de- 
fraud him of his Duties, (10 Ann. 
19, 26. 12 Ann. 9,19.) 


All Miſpriſions of Treaſon, which 
conſiſt in the bare knowledge and 
concealment of High Treaſon, (2 & 
3 Mar. 10.) And ſuch an Offence 
the forging foreign Coin not current 

1 ere 
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(16) 


hee is declared to be, (14 Elie. 


All Contempts againſt his Courts 


of Juſtice, by ſtriking therein, reſcu- 


ing a Priſoner from them, making 


an affray near them, diſturbing | 
them by threatning, or reproachful 
Words to any Judge ſitting in them ; } 


reflecting on the Juſtice, or Honour 
of them; injuriouſly treating thoſe 
Perſons who are under the more 
immediate Protection of them. 


All Contempts againſt his Prero- 
gative, by refuſing to aſſiſt him for 


the Good of the Publick; preferring 
the Intereſts of a foreign Prince, or 


diſobeying his Majeſty's lawful Com- 
mands, or Prohibitions. 


All Contempts againſt his Per ſon, 
or Government. To enumerate 
particulars under this laſt head, were 
as endleſs as I hope it is at this time 


VVT 


People, as he is the Care of Heaven; 
if any $a for ſuch a Thou 


can be he 1 
terpoſition of Providence, to pro- 


1 


unneceſſary; when we have on the 


Throne a Prince adorned with all 


the Characters even of a ſine Gentle- 
man; whoſe religious Regard to his 
Royal Promiſe, often given us, to 
pteſerve our Conſtitution both in 
Church, and State, and his unbounded 
Clemency towards ſuch of his Ene- 


mies as have given any ſigns ot their 


Repentance, entitle him to be the 


Love of a Loyal and Obedient 
ght 


; * 
rawn from the viſible in- 


tect him from all his open, and ſe- 
cret Enemies. In his Reign, our 
Rights, Religious and Civil, are 


ſecured by the free and uninterrup- 


ted Courſe of Laws (made by Re- 
preſentatives of our own chuſing) in 


our Courts of Juſtice: At the 


head of them, a Noble Lord ſworn 


truly to Counſel the King, whoſe 


C con- 


2 


conſummate Knowledge in, and re- 
markably impartial Adminiſtration 


of thoſe Laws, had long ſince ad- 


vanced him in the Wiſhes of all 
People, (however in other things 
they might differ in Opinion) to 
that high Station which at preſent 


he adorns. If theſe are Cauſes of 
Diſcontent, let ſuch as think them 


ſo, depart, or be ſent, to Govern- 


ments more 8 ; while we at 


home, Fear God, honour the Xing; 


and meddle not with them that are 
given to change. Prov. xxiv. 21. I 
Pet. ii. I7. 


III. I come in the laſt Place to 
charge ye with ſuch Offences as 
concern your Neighbour, or Fellow- 
Subject. Of theſe, ſome are Capi- 
tal; as, e 


I. Such as are committed againſt 


his Life, without Malice, as Man- 
e ſlaughter; 


„„ 
laughter, or killing upon a ſudden 
| Quarrel; or ſometimes Chance- 
Medley, as doing a lawful Act without 
an intent to hurt, and Death enſues. 
With Malice, as Murder; and Petit- 
Treaſon, where a Servant kills his Maſ- 
ter or Miſtreſs, a Wife her Husband, 
or an Eccleſiaſtical Man his Prelate. 


2. Such as concern his Goods; 
as Grand Larceny, or a felonious 

and fraudulent taking and carrying 

away, not from his Perſon, nor out 
of his Houſe, above the value of 
| rwelve Pence. Petit Larceny, if of 
or under that Value. If any Perſon 
| take away with an intent to ſteal any 
Goods to the value of forty Shil- 
lings, which they are to ule in their 
3 Lodgings, this is Felony, (3 & 4 
| W.&5 Mg.) As it is if a Servant of 
the Age of Eighteen Years, and nor 
an Apprentice, withdraw himſelf 
with Goods of his Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
DIES „ to 
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to the intent to ſteal the ſame, or 
without their aſſent or command- 
ment, imbezil their Goods with the 
ſame intent to the value of forty 
Shillings, (21 H. 8. 7). Robbery, 
or a felonious and violent taking 
from his Perſon, putting him in 
fear. Larceny from his Perſon 
without putting him in fear, either 
privily, by picking his Pocket, or 
cutting his Purſe, (8 Eliz. g.) or 
openly ; Horſe ſtealing, (2 & 3 
E. 6. 3.) Stealing out of his Shop, 
Coach-Houſe, or Stable, to the va- 
lue of five Shillings, (10 & II ä V., 
3. 23.) Stealing to the Value of 
forty Shillings or more, out of a 
Dwelling Houſe, (12 Ann. cap. 7.) 
All Buyers or Receivers of ſtolen 
Goods, knowing them to be ſtolen, 
30 4 &© Mg.) Counterfeit. 
ing Bank Notes, (8 & 9 V3. 19.) 
Exchequer Bills, G C 8 V3. 31. 
SEgW.3;23- 1 7 


Ann. 


Ws 


which conſiſts in maliciouſſy and 
wilfully burning the Houſe of an 
other by day or by night. 


le are likewiſe to preſent Offen- 
ces againſt Women, as Rapes, for- 
cibly marrying of Women of ſub- 
ſtance againſt their Will, (3 H. 7. 2.) 
All Perſons who being married, do 
marry any Perſon or Perſons, the 
former Husband or Wife being a- 
live, (I fac. II.) All ſuch as on 
purpoſe, and of Malice an en,; 
| an 
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able likewiſe by 


great numbers; ſuch as Miſpriſion 
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and by lying in wait, unlawfully cut 


out, or diſable the Tongue, put out 


an Eye, ſlit the Noſe, cut off a Noſe, 
or cut off and diſable any Limb, 
with an intent to disfigure any Per- 


Ol Offences not Capital preſent- 


ye, there are 


of Felony, which is a conceal- 
ment or procuring the conceal- 


ment thereof, (3 E. I. 9. 3 H. 7. 
1.) Theft-bote, where one not only 


knows of a Felony, but takes his 
Goods again, or other amends not 


to proſecute. All Aſſaults and Bat- 


teries, Affrays, forcible Entries and 


Detainers, (5 R. 2. 7. 15 R 2. 2. 


$ H. 6.9. zi ti. 21 Fac. . 
15.) Riots, Routs, unlawtul Aſ— 


ſemblies, (34 E. 3. 1. 17 R. 2. 8. 


13 H. 4.7. 19 H. 7. 13.) Neglect 
or Breach of Duty in Officers, Bribery, 
5 1 62 


„%%  . —— 
1 (i2R 2.2 4 H. 45.56 6E. 6. 
16.) Extortion, (3 E. I. 26.) tho 
diſguiſed under the plauſible Name 
of Charity for poor Houſe-keepers, 
or any other name. Perjury and Sub- 
ornation thereof, (5 Elix. 9.) For- 
gery, (5 Eliz. 14.) Cheats, (33 H. 
8. 1.) Conſpiracies, Libels, common 
Nuſances in the High-ways, (13 E. 1. 
F. 5 Eliz.13. 18 Flix. 10. 2& 3 
Ph. & Al. 8. 22 Car. 2. 12+ 3 4. 
& M 12. 76 8 V3. 29. 8 ol. 
3. 15. 6 Ann 29. 9 Ann. 18. 1 
Geo. 1 1.) by doing any Act to ren- 
der them leſs commodious to the 
King's People ; in Bridges, by ſuf- 
fering them to be out of repair; in 
Publick-houſes, (12 E. 2. 6. 6 R. 2. 
9. enn. Zac. 
I. 9. 4 fac. I. 15. 21 Fac. 1.7, 21. 
I Car. I. 4. 3 Car. I. 3.) by uſually 
harbouring Thieves, or Perſons of 
1 {ſcandalous Reputation, or ſuffer- 
ing Diſorders therein; ſetting up a 
N new 


A * 4 x as 9 "39 * * 
it N e A ting is n W CCS. O25; OE ene EET Te es 8 F TOE Iv 8 PG 
, er Rn ge $a 2817 3 Foy $25: 88 E 3 1 2 m Let, ODOT! FG aa %. ²˙·’—Ü / Crt CO Pr 03 Wore OE ae 1 Ear 1 
"RI yok Coen 8 1 o 3 A OT ITS 5 Ss 8 — N R 8 c be os 
22 gn EE SE n 1 e 3 LOSE” he > hee An LS a J 5 8 7 2 A A * 2 of av 4 283. 
fr 1 * Jo 2 . r 25 wa 8 r Y N 1 5 A 7 5 . 
. — PR Ine * 7 n * 43 7% * * — 
4 ; 8 2 2 r 
* - - ICS a, >, ö N 


(ts 


(24) 


2.0. II & 12 V. z. 15.) Barra- 


try, Uſury, (12 Ann. 16.) Mainte- 
- _. Nance, (1 E. 3. 14. 20 E 3. 4. 1 
K. 2. 4.) or the upholding of Quar- 


rels or Sides, either in the Country, 


or in Courts of Juſtice, by maintain- 


ing one Side to have part of the 
thing in ſuit, which is called Cham- 


zerty, (3 E. I. 25. 13 E. 1.49. 26 
E I- 12 or labouring the Jury, 


which is called Embracery, (5 E. 3. 
10. 34 E. 3: & - 36 4.1 12.) 


aſtly, 


new one where there is no need, or 
in a Place otherwiſe unfit in reſpe&t | 
of its ſituation. Monopolies, (? 
Fac. I. 3. 16 Car. 1. 21.) Foreſtal- 
ling, Ingroſſing, and Regrating, 
(5& 6 E. G. 14.) Falſe Weights | 
and Meaſures, (9 H. 3.25. 51 H. 3. 
Stat. 6. 31 E. I. 14 E. 3. 12. 25 E. 
3. Stat. 5.9. 27 E. 3. 10. 13 K. 2. 
9. 15 R. 2. 4. 16 K. 2. 3. 1 H. 5, 
10. 2 H. 6. II. 8 H. 6.5, II HI. 
6. 8. 7 H. 7.4. 12 H. 7. 5. 22 Car. 
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Laſtly, buying or ſelling pretendep 


| Til, d R 2 9 32 M89 And 
which your Experience can ſuggeſt 


Centlemen, 


Having thus mentioned to ye in 
general, the Offences which ye are 


to enquire of, and preſent; I for- 


bear an exact Diſquiſition of the 


x 1 180 75 Acts which may make any 
: | erſons guilt of any of them; both 


becauſe it is ſcarce poſſible that your 
Memories ſhould retain them ſuffi- 
ciently to be of any uſe to ye in your 
Enquiries, and becauſe Precedents 
allow ye the liberty of deſiring the 
Aſſiſtance of the Court, by exami- 


ning the Witneſſes in your Preſence, 


and giving their Opinion and Di- 
we a rection 
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rection therein, in caſe of any Doubt 
amongſt ye. But I cannot conclude, 


without making one Obſervation 


uſeful for your Conduct, which 
EF 
member it ever to have been touchd 

upon in this place. 


Sentlemen, 


50S have bound yourſelyes by 
your Oath, not only to preſent ſuch 


Matters as ſhall be given ye in 
Charge, but all other Matters and 


Things as come to your Knowledge 


touching this preſent Service. Ye 
are ſworn for the body of the City 


and Liberty, and are, or ought to 
be returned out of different Quar- 
ters of it, that no Offence in your 
ſeveral r e a F nor pro- 


bably throughout the Liberty, may 


eſcape 


q 


©... a= 
_ eſcape the Knowledge of one or the 
other of ye. I cannot impute it to 
Ia wilful Breach of, but to want of 
Attention to, the Oath in thoſe who 
have gone before ye; that ſcarce 
4 any thing has been preſented but 
what comes from particular Profe- 
| — -:- „ 


Ihe few, ſcandalouſſy few Pre- 

ſentments of the Conſtables, whoſe 
almoſt daily walking through, and 
acquaintance with all the parts of 
the Liberty, cannot fail of conveying 
to their Knowledge that infloie 
number of Annoyances, which e- 
yery body takes notice of but them- 
ſelves, add but to the Neceſſity of 
this Remark; 8 
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| To preſs the Obligation of your 
Oath, of; which ye cannot be in- 
ſenſible, too much upon ye, would 

ſnew an unbecoming Diſtruſt of ye | 
thus informed. In a word. 


Imitate therefore (but upon no- 
bler Motives than . theirs). the Be- 
haviour of that other Jury of this 

Liberty, through whole diligent 
Enquiry, ſcarce. any the leaſt Annoy- 
ance eſcapes unpreſented. 


For the reſt, — It ye preſent no 
Perſon for Hatred, Malice, or III- 
will, nor leave any unpreſented for 
Love, Favour, or Affection, Gain, 
Reward, or Hopes thereof, ye have 
fulfilled your Duty: And beſides 


me- 
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meriting the Thanks of the Court 

in a particular manner, ye will have 

the Comfort, by Converting man) 

frm the Error of their ways ; of ſa- 
_ Souls from death, and hiding a 
titude of Sins. James * 
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